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revenue-——one item of which is ex- 
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These are a few, and only a few, of the 
‘points which strike us on a review of what 
the Post-Office is and what it should ‘be; 
What it is in other places, (a real aid and 
blessing to the community, ).and the eluggish 
and inefficient thing which it is now in 
New-York.» Baere ‘are many other points, 
inconnection. with this, which we now 


pass Over.” The’ subject is & fruitful one, ; 


and will bear being returned to, as every 
at aipee te interested in Post-Office Re- 


nd 
The Historical Society. 
The. first Semi-Centennial Anniversary 
of the New-York Historical Society was 
celebrated. yesterday with decided éclat. 


apéctable audience, assembled to listen to 
the address of Mr. Bancrorr ; and in the 
‘evening 8. large company of members and 


were made by men of mark and distinction 
from our own and other cities. 

Mr. -Bancnort’s Address will be found 
“at Tength on the second: page of this morn- 
ing’s Times. It is am elaborate exposition 
aid Vindication of | Mr. Baxcaort's theory 


ily} During his dail 


rality and more perfect freedom, affords a 
needed * basis and stimulus for individual ’ 
and social effort; but it should not be al- 
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too =a Beil wake the appor: 


tionment into 48 800n as the Cen- 


‘sus retarns come. in, and then the election’ 
‘of members to the Territorial Legislature 
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_ Weare’ glad to see that the remarks of , 


og igs 


Tebdicdlanass oh dehpestanan betes ca? ower of 


Peston about, ~. The visitor will find now 
that, the Jittle boys committed are not shut 


up-in.the seme.apartments, or even in the 
— seme building with the old rogues. A 


eeparate range of rooms in a distinct build- 
ing is provided for them.*”” 

The withestes too, and those lodged {ot 
2 ‘night, are not as formerly, obliged to 
herd...with an..indiscriminate mass of 
rowdies, pickpockets ‘and robbers. They 
have their own cells in front of the com- 
mon criminal cells ; and it was fall time, 
"The fact that a young boy, caught in, his 
first off noe, or sent to the Prison for hav- 
ing no other home, should be at onee con- 
fined in the same hall. with old. and hard- 
ened ruffians, to learn there thoroughly les- 
sons which he was only entering upon be- 
fore; that punishment should. be princi- 
pally a process of educating inexperienced 
rogues into skilled rogues, was something 
so painful and cruel that we wonder a hu- 
mane Government could have permitted it 
go long. Yet the same system, unless very 
recently changed, is in use on Blackwell's 
Island; and even‘in @ woréé’ form. The 
man, perhaps an old house-breaker or a 
trained thief, is shut up in the same call, 
and ‘that hardly measuring 7 foet by. 4, 
with a boy. who may have . been. sentenced 
for a trivial offence, to-which hunger and 
desperation havé driven him. 

They spend the long hours of night, and 
the hours of cessation from labor, here in 
this. little place. together. Here too is 
passed the’ nisin part of the Sunday. All 
that was_ever learnt of debauchery, or of 
the tricks of dishonest trades, or of the 
dodges of roguery by the one, is told over 
to the other in these.dnll hours. The led 
eagerly drinks itin. He learns the haunts 
and the slang of the flash characters and 
criminal classes.. He serves in his three or 


nar Pr pagncn pn not 
strengthened. hae Scie 


Thane areca shasees 


degree. His life isa slaye-round of penal 
drudgeries and | observances. He is no 
more of ‘man when he gets to the end. 

Now, this must be’wrong. ” The great 
principles which shape human life must 
be applied in some degree to the Prison. 

We are glad to- observe that the State 
Prisons. recognize this, in the opportani- 
ties they give the convicts of earning some- 
thing for themselves when their roguler 
task of. work is done, and in the privileges 
they have granted to good behavior. 

Still this is not enough. Some such sys- 
tem es that pursued by Capt. Maconocutc, 
in 1839,in Norfolk Island,.ise needed in 
our -Prisons—the mark-system, whereby 
cértain marks given to the prisoner for in- 

dustry, sobriety and. orderly conduct, shall 
count in ing his term. “It is not 
necessarily, this system which we would 
demand, but any arrangement by which 
moral and industrious habits in the Prison 
should affect the term and sentence of the 
one” convicted: Let Character pay there 
aswell as outside. Let life be a proba- 
tion, too, in the Prison. . Let us have a sys- 
tem by which men may be strengthened 
and tested for their future life. When this 
is done, we'shall not have the same boy, 
or man or women brought back contiaually 
every few’ months, till two-thirds of the 
prisoners “become Aaditués of the place’; 
and. the. prison-life is merely a: useless 
reund of'*penalties, till the experienced 
come to feel. that.one term in the Prison is 
forever after fatal to character and suc- 
| odes, and that ones senténted ” generally 
| means often sentenced. We cannot gug- 


six months a thorough vines eemgete ba the “precise “system “of “potialty. by 


imprisonment, aiid his 
drudgery in the psison’ works, not a single 
One of the usual motives which entice men 
to.virtue is held out to him:. Industry, so- 
briety, good conduct gain him nothing. He 
has no probation—no iriel of his character. 
He. has upon him the brand of three 
months’ imprisonment ; he learns « three 
months’ lesson in rascality, and then the 
State Tits done’ its’ duty, and he is dis- 
charged into the world again. 

Is it any. wonder that children so crowd 
our public: stations and courts. of justice ? 
That the Chief of Police should report dur- 
ing the year 1853 some thirty-three hundred 
boys ‘and girls ‘as commntitted to the City 
Prisons ? 


The truth is, no child—no young boy or 
girl should be sent to the Blackwell's Island 
prison.. There is no use. in it. It is un- 
practical ; it is disgraceful to our humanity. 


ploy wepees for abstract moral wrong does 


not belong to Governments ; least of all to 
our present City Goverment: And if it 
did, the homeless street boy,or the young 


‘we doggedly punish them now? Woe let 
the seed be careleasly sown, and how com: 
plain of the harvest. 


No Judge on the bench of our City Crim 


week from 


We have corer bee 1 
Institution of Reform, not alone of penalty, 
where a child-convict can be placed under 
pap itp fusabl pained noms 

proved steady and honest, 
oor ie ace occupation and among. 
people at a distance from the City. 


| We have the Juvenile Asylum for those « 


Tittie: younger end more ‘entirely vagrant 
and hoteless, where the. outcast boy can 
have)the care alnioat vf # home about him, 
aud be educated and elovated to « respect. 
able and honest life. There is the Ohil- 


which such.evils can be remedied, but we 
| cam at least-call the ‘attention of the wise 
| apd good everywhere to them, in’the hope 
| of a more humane and practical legislation 
| being .at length attempted. 


The Drouth in Maine, , 
The drouth which wag cause of common 
com it last Summer, continued -much 
later into the Fall than most suppose, in 
many parts of the Union. In Maine its 
force was not broken until the rains came 
somé two wéeks sifiée: Thé beds of the 
Androscoggin and ‘the Kennebec have sel- 
dom been drie? than they ‘were on the first 
of November. Doubtless, it contributed 
very much toward keeping up the price of 
lumber—the fact that on seseunt of the 
failure of mill: streams, most 6f the saw- 
mills ‘had to: stop’ running. © The* Andros- 
coggin has been full of logs Which in a good 
season would have been delivered at the 
mills meer their outlets. long ago,. but 
owing to the scarcity.of water, had sunk to 
the. bottom .and. become bedded there. 
Much ‘fear was fels that these would lay 
so long as to freeze while at the bottom, 
and so With the freshets of the Spring be 
swept out into the sea, tothe loss of a very 
great amount of property.. The heavy 
rains of the early part of November how- 
ever have filled the springs, flooded the 
rivers, floated out the logs and set the 
thills to running. The tien of Maine will 
go into the business of Thankegiving a 
Thureday with, infinitely better 
spirit then they.could have done had the 
drouth continued»: -The: old prophesy is 
agein fulfilled, the’ springs must be 
full before Winter can set in. 


ll , 

The Cider-mili Path of Progress. 

Progress is the doctrine of the age,—“ go- 
ing ahead” is its motto. Yet it so. often 
finds its own tracks in the path it takes, 
that it is not.strange some fancy that we 
traveliin a cider-mill path and progress in 
a cirele. You can scarcely invent a new 
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campaign, for “his company is‘ certainly free} ’ 


from the ineubus' referred to. Excepting Mile. 


Nav’ and Mr. HorncasTyia, there ‘is no: one} 


in the cempany whose name has been previously 
heard on this side the Atlantic. However, that is 


of ‘little ‘consequence ; the more unknown the | 


singer, the more we should seek to know him and 


find ett all the intrinsic excellence he may pos- } 


sess. The star system undoubtedly involes an 
extravegant expenditure which might be bestowed’ 
to greater advantage. We would rather hear new 
operas performed by artistes, than never- 
to-be-shelved old onea by “ star” artistes however 
excellent. The former stimulate: and benefit art ; 
the latter depress it. If instead of exorbitant sala- 
ries, the management bestows ite superfluous re- 
ceipts on new, original operas, and their appur- 
tenances, there ate few who would object to the 
abolition of the star system: 





Avpan’s “ Syren”. was selected for the opening 


on with the following cast : 
a CARE ATE Mr. H: Homncastre. 
GS, 5049 £01595 0s ss AO Gee. Haga: 


eee CP eee eee 





ee eee eee te Cee eee 


Most of. the above artistes are new toan Ameri- | 


can audience, Mile. Nav is, we an 
American by birth, of French parentage and F reach 
education. Sli¢ retains & strong’ accent, and is 
sipgulazly foreign in personal appearance. Mile. 
Nav has been. before. the public for many fears, 
and enjoys considerable. popularity in Englend 
and France. Her voice is éléer and pare in the 
upper register, but rather weak in the lower part. 


Her method is exceedingly good and artist-like, |. 


The solfeggio sung behind the ecenes in the first 
act impressed the audience with a favorable esti- 
mete of her ability, and the impression increased 
With the opers, so that Mile. Nav’s début. may 
safely be called a success, 

Mr. St. ALBYN possesses a counter-tenor voice, 
rather shrill, but pleasing and flexible. It is by no 
means powerful, but sufficiently so for a theatre of 
this size. He sings in tune, and appears to be. 
well“ ap” in the music, although anything but 
well “up” in the dialogue: Mr, St..Acsyn is 
young, and will undoubtedly improve his opportu- 
nities. He was well received. 

Mr. Horwcastis, es. the Duke, ected well, and 
did what little fell to his share.creditably. He is 
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evidently a valuable. member ofthe company. | t wi 


Mr. Atcan Invine did not kaow his part, or _for- 
got it. He appeats to have « pleasing voice. The 
same remarké spply to Mr, Geo. Haratsot.- Tn- 
deed, all the. male. artistes excepting Mr. Hon- 
CasSTLB, bave yet to learn the dialogue. 

Mr. Nivto has placed this opers'on the stage in 
an admirable manner. The scenery ani costumes 
are unusually excellent. We seldom see a better 
stage effect than that of the mountain pass and cot- 
tage in the second act. That alone is worth going 
to see. 

‘The orchéstts, under Mr. Tonite Baxen, played 
the overture admirably, and was good, 
.to sing out, 


‘There are some good voices im it; however, and all |* _ 


they require ts drilling. The finale'to the second 
act was completely spoiled by a non-observatice of 
time. 
The “Syren ” will be repeated. . 
Brospway’ Taeatee.-~The Pyne and 
Harrison troupe commenced a. short engagement 
here last evening—the on Ma 
Lace’s’ benefit, and the opera ** 
house ‘was crowded in every part, » "The 


‘machine but antiquarians ‘will turn up its |-heag. 


counterpart at Pompeii, and it is seldom 
that a new process in the arts cannot be 
proved to have been practiced in the old 
times. Tt would: réally seem true, as one 

‘* that the ancients stole all our 
“thunder,” and ‘were smarter and greater 
than we only because they lived while the 
world: was fresh, the trades not so entirely 


overcrowded, and almost everything worth. 


knowing was lying just under the surface 

to be discovered: It is only of late 
“yeas that pur ladies have discovered that 
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